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The subject of audit can seem confusing to the uninitiated. A proliferation of jargon appears to have developed as issues of quality, quality assurance, value for money and effectiveness have become more prone to investigation through the audit cycle. It may also appear' that research and audit serve different masters, the researcher's altruistic aim of furthering the knowledge base of nursing (ultimately for the benefit of patients) seemingly at odds with the manager's obsession with saving money through audit. If that is the view held by many nurses then this issue of Nurse Researcher aims to clarify the picture and establish the real relationship between audit and research.